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La version française est disponible iiccii.

TThhiiss  IInnssiigghhttss  aanndd  SSiiggnnaallss  rreeppoorrtt  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  BBrriittttaannyy  AAmmeellll,,  wwiitthh  tthhaannkkss  ttoo

CCllaaiirree  DDuunnccaann  aanndd  JJeessssiiccaa  DDaallllaaiirree--CCllaarrkk  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffeeeeddbbaacckk  aanndd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss..
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This insights and signals report focuses on engaging with this year’s theme for

International Open Access Week, happening October 21  to the 27 . Held every

year since 2008, Open Access Week is a global celebration and promotion of free,

immediate, and online access to research and scholarship. Individuals, groups, and

organizations connect across disciplines, time-zones, continents, and sectors to

advance understanding and advocacy regarding open scholarship.

TThhee  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoommmmiitttteeee,, in partnership with SSPPAARRCC, has

decided to return to the theme from 2023, Community over Commercialization. This

is the first time a theme has been re-used since OA Week began—a move the 2024

Open Access Week advisory committee describes as an “unprecedented” but

necessary step, given the importance of this topic and the urgent need to turn

collective conversation into “collective action” (IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk

st th
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22002244).

This report discusses the theme for OA Week 2024, as well as a few notable events

scheduled to run during OA Week. This report also includes an inexhaustive round-up

of some developments in OA around the world. Developments mentioned include:

• Announcements from the BBiillll  aanndd  MMeelliinnddaa  GGaatteess  FFoouunnddaattiioonn, JJaappaann, CCaannaaddaa,

SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd, and the KK.. regarding revisions to their respective open access

policies / strategies

• The BBaarrcceelloonnaa  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  oonn  OOppeenn  RReesseeaarrcchh  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

• Significant funding commitments for the development of open access research

infrastructure from JJaappaann and QQuueebbeecc

• The rreecceennttllyy  aannnnoouunncceedd  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp between PubScholar (a public academic

platform built by the Chinese Academy of Sciences) and the Directory of Open

Access Journals

• 1100  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  eeqquuiittaabbllee  ooppeenn  aacccceessss  ppuubblliisshhiinngg in Canada through

the Partnership for Open Access, an initiative spearheaded by INKE partners

CCaannaaddiiaann  RReesseeaarrcchh  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  NNeettwwoorrkk and ÉÉrruuddiitt

• Two reports released by IInnvveesstt  iinn  OOppeenn  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree, one a rreevviieeww  ooff  ooppeenn

sscciieennccee  ppoolliiccyy  ddeevveellooppmmeennttss across Africa, Europe, Latin America, and the

United States, and the other, a report on tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff  ooppeenn  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  iinn

22002244

• Another report, this one released by the Centre for Global Development (CGD) on

ooppeenn  aacccceessss  ppoolliiccyy  ppoossiittiioonnss  hheelldd  bbyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  GG2200

CCoommmmuunniittyy  oovveerr  CCoommmmeerrcciiaalliizzaattiioonn

This year’s return to the theme of Community over Commercialization is apropos,

amidst reports that for-profit scholarly publishers have seen increases in their profits

for 2023—take, for instance, Elsevier’s parent company, RELX, who reported a 10%

increase in profits over 2023 (this roughly equates to about $3,189,967,950.00 CDN).

Elsevier accounts for 33.7% of RELX’s revenues and 40.5% of its profits, writes Craig

Nicholson in tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  ffoorr  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  NNeewwss).

This theme also connects to ongoing concerns around the world regarding a “rush to

integrate artificial intelligence into commercial academic systems without community
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consultation” (IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  22002244).

Underpinning the theme, Community over Commercialization, are questions about

the consequences of for-profit organizations increasingly gaining control over the

conditions of knowledge production and dissemination, as well as others that include

the implications commercial business models might have for exacerbating inequity

or undermining academic freedom (IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  22002244).

This theme and its related set of questions also align with the four high-level

recommendations released by the Budapest Open Access Steering Group released

on the 2200   aannnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  tthhee  BBuuddaappeesstt  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  IInniittiiaattiivvee. For reference,

these recommendations are:

• Host open research on open infrastructure

• Reform research assessment practices and policies (and eliminate OA

disincentives)

• Prioritize publishing and distribution channels that are inclusive and stop

excluding authors on economic grounds

• Avoid concentrating new OA literature in commercial (for-profit) journals, and

favour OA models that benefit all regions of the world.

(BBOOAAII2200  SStteeeerriinngg  GGrroouupp  22002222)

Several eevveennttss are scheduled to happen around the world. Some examples include:

• 20 October 2024: Opening Keynote, given by Dr. Danny Kingsley (Deakin) on

Community over commercialisation (lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  hheerree)

• 21 October 2024: Panel discussion on Diamond Open Access (lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  hheerree)

• 21 October 2024: Panel discussion on Community over Commercialization (lleeaarrnn

mmoorree  hheerree)

• 24 October 2024: Talk, given by Dr. David Gaertner (Institute for Critical

Indigenous Studies, UBC), entitled “‘Stop Generating’: Generative AI in the

Contexts of Indigenous Studies,” hosted by The University of British Columbia

Vancouver and Okanagan Libraries (lleeaarrnn  mmoorree  hheerree)

• 23 October 2024: Talk given by Dr. Monica Granados, entitled “Handing you the

keys to open access,” hosted by Toronto Metropolitan University Libraries (lleeaarrnn

mmoorree  hheerree)
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A full list of eevveennttss  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  oonn  tthhee  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  ssiittee..

AAnn  IInneexxhhaauussttiivvee  RRoouunndd--uupp  ooff  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  UUppddaatteess

ffoorr  22002244

Although 2023 may have been declared the YYeeaarr  ooff  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  bbyy  NNAASSAA (along

with a coalition of more than 85 US-based universities and 10 federal agencies),

2024 has been a busy year for open access. This section provides an inexhaustive

round-up of updates, developments, and other news related to open access around

the world and in Canada, organized by month.

JJaannuuaarryy kicks off with the publication of an article in Scientometrics by Huang,

Neylon, and Montgomery (OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  RReesseeaarrcchh  OOuuttppuuttss  RReecceeiivvee  MMoorree  DDiivveerrssee

CCiittaattiioonnss) that shows open access publications, particularly those that are made

available outside of the publisher (e.g., via an institutional repository), are cited by

more people around the world.

In FFeebbrruuaarryy, Japan announced changes to its open access policy. As of April 2025,

researchers who receive state funding will be required to make their research freely

available via institutional repositories (MMccKKeennnnaa  22002244).

In MMaarrcchh, the BBiillll  aanndd  MMeelliinnddaa  GGaatteess  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  aannnnoouunncceedd their adoption of an

open access policy that included a commitment to providing assistance for the

development of open infrastructure, the requirement that grant recipients post

preprints, and the discontinuation of support for article processing charges.

Also in MMaarrcchh, tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  KKoorreeaa  ((SSoouutthh  KKoorreeaa))  jjooiinneedd  HHoorriizzoonn  EEuurrooppee, the

EU’s key funding program, which means that South Korean researchers who receive

funding from the program will be required to publish research in OA (McKenna 2023).

South Korea currently does not have a formal national OA policy (DDeemmeesshhkkoo  aanndd

DDrraakkee  22002244).

In AApprriill, the BBaarrcceelloonnaa  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  oonn  OOppeenn  RReesseeaarrcchh  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwaass  ppuubblliisshheedd

after an extensive collaboration process involving more than 25 experts. The

Declaration set out four commitments:

• Make openness the default for the research information we use and produce
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• Work with services and systems that support and enable open research

information

• Support the sustainability of infrastructures for open research information

• Support collective action to accelerate the transition to openness of research

information

More than 40 organizations add their names to the lliisstt  ooff  ssiiggnnaattoorriieess before the end

of April (SSPPAARRCC  22002244). The list continues to grow, however, outside of ÉÉrruuddiitt and

PPKKPP, there is a notable absence of Canadian universities and other research

organizations.

In MMaayy, Switzerland rreelleeaasseedd  iittss  rreevviisseedd  NNaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  SSttrraatteeggyy. Updates

to the strategy include upholding commitments to ensuring that publishing in

diamond OA is accessible for authors. Elsewhere, the United Kingdom announced

updates to its open access policy, which now includes a requirement that

monographs, book chapters, and edited collections in addition to peer-reviewed

research articles (UUKK  RReesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  IInnnnoovvaattiioonn  22002211;; UUKK  RReesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  IInnnnoovvaattiioonn

22002233). Here in Canada, the Fonds de recherche du Québec announced the creation

of tthhee  RRéésseeaauu  qquuéébbééccooiiss  ddee  rreecchheerrcchhee  eett  ddee  mmuuttuuaalliissaattiioonn  ppoouurr  lleess  rreevvuueess

sscciieennttiififiqquueess, along with a significant funding commitment ($10 million CDN over five

years). A core aim of the Réseau will be to “‘support French-language scientific

publication in the Quebec academic system’ by offering, among other things,

‘sustained support to help Quebec scientific journals’” establish a diamond open

access publishing model (Bilodeau 2024).

In JJuunnee, Japan announced the release of 63 million USD in funding earmarked for the

development of the infrastructures needed to support its open access strategy

(CChhaawwllaa  22002244; OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  NNeettwwoorrkk  22002244). A partnership between PubScholar (a

public academic platform built by the Chinese Academy of Sciences) and the

Directory of Open Access Journals was also announced in June (read the EEnngglliisshh

vveerrssiioonn  hheerree). Elsewhere, Invest in Open Infrastructure released its rreevviieeww  ooff  ooppeenn

sscciieennccee  ppoolliiccyy  ddeevveellooppmmeennttss across Africa, Europe, Latin America, and the United

States. The survey builds on a report released earlier in the year on tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff

ooppeenn  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  iinn  22002244. Both reports offer overviews of recently implemented

and upcoming open science policies or strategies across the continent of Africa

(Sellanga et al. 2024, 5).
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In JJuullyy, UNESCO announced and introduced the Global Diamond Open Access

Alliance (a recording of the announcement has been made available hheerree).

In AAuugguusstt, the three national research funding agencies in Canada rreelleeaasseedd  aa  rreeppoorrtt

ssuummmmaarriizziinngg  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  iittss  ooppeenn  aacccceessss  ppoolliiccyy  rreevviieeww  ssuurrvveeyy. A total of 1431

individuals responded to the survey. Key insights included a notable support among

participants for OA models that are low to no cost (such as diamond or green OA).

Barriers to publishing open access included article processing charges, as well as

limited infrastructure and incentives for scholarly journals to publish open access

manuscripts.

In SSeepptteemmbbeerr, UNESCO, NNRRFF, SPARC, RReeddaallyycc and AAmmeelliiCCAA aannnnoouunncceedd a call for

submissions to the Second Edition of the Open Access Essay Competition. The first

edition of the competition, which was held in Latin America in 2020, received 68

manuscripts from undergraduate and graduate students located in 13 different

countries. The topic for this year’s competition is Community over Commercialisation

for Diamond Open Access. Support will be provided for winners to attend the

SSeeccoonndd  GGlloobbaall  SSuummmmiitt  oonn  DDiiaammoonndd  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  iinn  CCaappee  TToowwnn. Winning essays

will be published in 2025.

In OOccttoobbeerr, INKE Partners CCaannaaddiiaann  RReesseeaarrcchh  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  NNeettwwoorrkk (CRKN) and

ÉÉrruuddiitt celebrate 1100  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  eeqquuiittaabbllee  ooppeenn  aacccceessss  ppuubblliisshhiinngg

through its Partnership for Open Access (POA). Part of the diamond open access

movement, the Partnership supports more than 240 non-commercial scholarly

journals in Canada through the financial contributions jointly provided by an

impressive number of university libraries both within Canada (54 to be exact) and

around the world (39 across France and Belgium). Each year, it is estimated that the

POA enables the publication of more than 2000 immediate open access articles

(ÉÉrruuddiitt, n.d.). Claire Duncan, a Manager of Strategy and Engagement at CRKN, shared

the following comment with us: “The 10 years of this partnership are a true

expression of the innovative possibilities of prioritizing community-led open access.

Through the POA, we are advancing access to crucial research content and

championing bibliodiversity and sustainability in the Canadian research ecosystem.

This community initiative engages libraries, journals, and infrastructure providers in a

collaboration to realize an equitable, non-commercial, and robust Canadian OA

publishing system. Our partnership supports community-owned journals with

sustainable funding and ultimately helps them move towards a diamond open
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access model where content is available open access and authors can publish open

access without any fees.”

OOccttoobbeerr also saw the rreelleeaassee  ooff  aa  rreeppoorrtt  bbyy  tthhee  CCeennttrree  ffoorr  GGlloobbaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

((CCGGDD)) on the open access policy positions held by members of the G20. The

analysis conducted by the CGD shows that most members have some form of open

access policy or strategy in place (aacccceessss  aa  ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  tthhee  mmaaiinn  fifinnddiinnggss  hheerree).

Several countries including France, India, Mexico, and Turkey require immediate open

access publishing, and other members (such as Canada, the EU, and Japan) are in the

process of revising open access policies in favour of immediate OA. According to the

CGD, included among G20 members who do not have formal national open access

policies in place are South Africa, Russia, South Korea, Indonesia, Brazil, and the

African Union (DDeemmeesshhkkoo  aanndd  DDrraakkee  22002244).

Lastly, OOccttoobbeerr also saw the release of the SSTTMM  OOAA  DDaasshhbbooaarrdd  ffoorr  22002244.

According to the Dashboard, 38% of all journal articles, reviews, and conference

papers were published globally via gold open access – nearly triple the percentage

of articles, reviews, and conference papers published globally via gold OA in 2013

(11%).  Unfortunately, as STM notes in its methodology, an important limitation in its

methodology is that it only counts bronze, gold, green, and subscription-only forms

of access to publications. Platinum or diamond open access publications are

included in the gold access category.

  In DDeecceemmbbeerr, the second GGlloobbaall  SSuummmmiitt  oonn  DDiiaammoonndd  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss will be hosted

by the University of Cape Town. Conclusions from the first Global Summit on

Diamond Open Access, hheelldd  iinn  TToolluuccaa,,  MMeexxiiccoo, can be found hheerree. Several INKE

partners attended the first Global Summit, including Érudit and PKP (read their jjooiinnttllyy

wwrriitttteenn  rreeflfleeccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  eexxppeerriieennccee  hheerree). Érudit and PKP, both partners in the

Canadian infrastructure project CCooaalliittiioonn  PPuubblliiccaa, were acknowledged last year at

the Global Summit as playing important roles in nurturing and sustaining

conversations regarding open access / open science.

LLooookkiinngg  aahheeaadd  ttoo  22002255, the 194 Member States of UNESCO will be expected to

ssuubbmmiitt national reports on the iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  22002211  UUNNEESSCCOO

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  oonn  OOppeenn  SScciieennccee by the end of February 2025. Reports will be

used to determine the status of implementation efforts, as well as regional and

global trends in open science. In addition, information policies and strategies related
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to open science / open access will be gathered using the reports and incorporated

into the UUNNEESSCCOO  GGlloobbaall  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy  ooff  SSTTII  PPoolliiccyy  IInnssttrruummeennttss. We also anticipate

the release of a revised open access policy from the three national research funding

agencies in Canada.

KKeeyy  QQuueessttiioonnss  aanndd  CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss

While 2024 has seen numerous successes in OA, many challenges remain. For

instance, although a study of 420 million citations showed that open access

publications were cited by more people around the world, notable North-South

disparities also continue to prevail (HHuuaanngg,,  NNeeyylloonn,,  aanndd  MMoonnttggoommeerryy  22002244). In an

eexxppllaaiinneerr  ppiieeccee  wwrriitttteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  IImmppaacctt  ooff  SSoocciiaall  SScciieenncceess  BBlloogg, Huang, Neylon,

and Montgomery (2024) point out that researchers located in Norther Europe who

published OA saw the largest increases in citation numbers, as well as the largest

increase in the number of times their work was cited by researchers from Sub-

Saharan Africa—but the same was not true in reverse.

As EEllssee  ((22002244)) notes, access to open infrastructure plays a key role in the ability for

researchers located in lower-income countries to make their work freely available.

Often, the goal of this infrastructure is to return control over publication and

dissemination to the community, says Kathleen Fitzpatrick in a keynote entitled

“OOppeenn  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurreess  ffoorr  tthhee  FFuuttuurree  ooff  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  PPrroodduuccttiioonn” delivered to

attendees of the Implementing New Knowledge Environments gathering in Montreal

tthhiiss  ppaasstt  JJuunnee, which focused on creative approaches to open social scholarship in

Canada. However, these infrastructures frequently depend upon other infrastructures

that are corporately owned and controlled (such as Amazon Web Services), which

calls into question the longer-term sustainability of these infrastructures and systems

(Fitzpatrick 2024). Indeed, these deeper questions about the broader scholarly

publishing ecosystem, including how research impact is measured and defined,

arguably will continue to be at the forefront of the fight for open access as we move

into 2025 and beyond. Or, if they are not, they ought to be, because, as Susan Murray

(African Journals OnLine) points out, “wwiitthhoouutt  cchhaannggiinngg  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree

eennttrreenncchheedd  aassppeeccttss  ooff  llooccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssyysstteemmss,,  tthhee  ffuullll  bbeenneefifittss  ooff  ooppeenn  aacccceessss

ffoorr  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  iinn  llooww--iinnccoommee  ccoouunnttrriieess  mmiigghhtt  nnoott  bbee  rreeaalliisseedd” (Else, 2024).
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