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LLiisseezz--llee  eenn  ffrraannççaaiiss..

This observation was written by Brittany Amell, with thanks to INKE partner

Lucia Céspedes (Research Advisor, Érudit) for contributing.

AAtt  aa  GGllaannccee  //  EEnn  uunn  ccoouupp  dd’’œœiill
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SSuummmmaarryy

International Open Access Week 2025 (October 20-26) asks a critical question:

“WWhhoo  oowwnnss  oouurr  kknnoowwlleeddggee?” This year’s theme challenges the scholarly

community to examine not only who has access to research, but also how

knowledge is created, shared, and valued. This report explores four key dimensions

of the 2025 theme—control, creation, recognition, and access—while highlighting

notable events and developments that illustrate how communities worldwide are

working to ensure knowledge serves the common good rather than commercial

interests.

““WWhhoo  oowwnnss  oouurr  kknnoowwlleeddggee??””::  CCoonnttrrooll,,  CCrreeaattiioonn,,

RReeccooggnniittiioonn,,  aanndd  AAcccceessss  

Echoing the theme for the 22002244  GGlloobbaall  SSuummmmiitt  oonn  DDiiaammoonndd  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss, as well

as previous themes for OA Weeks such as ‘CCoommmmuunniittyy  oovveerr  CCoommmmeerrcciiaalliizzaattiioonn’

(2023 and 2024) and ‘IItt  MMaatttteerrss  HHooww  WWee  OOppeenn  KKnnoowwlleeddggee::  BBuuiillddiinngg  SSttrruuccttuurraall

EEqquuiittyy’ (2021), the 2025 theme for OA week:

asks a pointed question about the present moment and how, in a time of

disruption, communities can reassert ccoonnttrrooll over the knowledge they

produce. It also challenges us to reflect on not only who has aacccceessss to

education and research but on how knowledge is ccrreeaatteedd  aanndd  sshhaarreedd, where
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it has come from, and whose voices are rreeccooggnniizzeedd  aanndd  vvaalluueedd.

(““TThheemmee,,””  OOAA  WWeeeekk  22002255, emphasis added)

CCoonnttrrooll  

The 2025 theme is timely. Recent collective action by editorial and academic

communities seeks to reclaim control over scholarly publishing, such as the mass

resignation of all 38 editors from Philosophy and Public Affairs (Wiley) in May 2024.

Several of the editors went on to start FFrreeee  &&  EEqquuaall::  AA  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  EEtthhiiccss  aanndd  PPuubblliicc

AAffffaaiirrss, a diamond open access journal. As the ssttaatteemmeenntt from the editorial board

and committee members reads:

We take this step because we believe that scholarly journals — including our

own — serve important purposes, and that these purposes are not well-served

by commercial publishing.

For three decades now, academic journals have suffered from their ownership

by for-profit publishers, who have exploited their monopoly position to sharply

raise prices, unduly burdening subscribing libraries and shutting out other

institutions and individuals from access to research.

The recent rise of the author-funded “open access” model has only reinforced

academic inequality, since scholars with access to fewer resources are unable

to pay the fees that make their work freely accessible; it has also incentivized

commercial publishers to try to publish as many articles as possible and so to

pressure rigorous journals to weaken or abandon their quality controls.

(WWeeiinnbbeerrgg  22002244)

Editorial boards continue to resign en masse such as those at the Journal of Human

Evolution and Mathematical Logic Quarterly, citing concerns about commercial

publishers prioritizing profit over academic standards (FFllaattooww  22002255; KKiinnccaaiidd  22002255).

As one resignation letter stated, these editors seek editorial environments “entirely

free from pressure or influence of commercial and profit-oriented interests” (KKiinnccaaiidd

22002255). According to The Retraction Watch’s MMaassss  RReessiiggnnaattiioonnss  LLiisstt, 14 editorial

boards have resigned between 2024 and September 2025.
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Knowledge creation in scholarly publishing remains constrained by systemic barriers

that privilege certain voices over others.

While the UNESCO Recommendation for Open Science explicitly includes

multilingualism as one of the facets of openness, as does the Helsinki Initiative on

Multilingualism, an “overwhelming dominance of the English language in

contemporary academic discourse” continues to limit the participation of non-

English speaking researchers (KKaalliiuuzzhhnnaa  eett  aall..  22002255, 10).

Gender disparities also continue to persist, with some empirical studies suggesting

that men researchers publish in open access journals more frequently than women,

possibly due to “more cautious publication-choice investments” given career

uncertainties on the part of women (Kaliuzhna et al. 2025, 17).

Geographic biases further constrain knowledge creation, as demonstrated by cases

where “high-quality research by an African author on a pressing topic for the African

continent was rejected by a Global North journal because reviewers and editors

deemed the topic outside their scope of interest” (Kaliuzhna et al. 2025, 13; see also

DDeebbaatt  eett  aall  22002255).

As INKE Partner Lucia Céspedes (Research Advisor, Érudit) notes, “it is imperative to

mention the rising cost of APCs as one of the main barriers for full and equal

participation in the collective social entreprise that is science. While the ‘author [or

the author’s institution] pays’ model may have broadened the scope of readers, it

has reduced the pool of authors, relegating under-resourced scholars to non-

mainstream circuits of publications (which, while incredibly rich and diverse, do not

enjoy the same visibility, recognition and prestige than high-impact, well-indexed

journals do).

Additionally, artists and creative practitioners encounter difficulties navigating open

access publishing systems, struggling with uncertainty about how their work fits

within traditional academic frameworks and concerns about intellectual property

protections in exhibition contexts (Kaliuzhna et al. 2025).

Thus, true openness involves not just the removal of paywalls; it also requires

actively welcoming and supporting a full range of knowledges, creators, and outputs.

Indeed, community-owned, community-led, and non-commercial approaches to

knowledge sharing called for by tthhee  UUNNEESSCCOO  RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  oonn  OOppeenn  SScciieennccee
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and TToolluuccaa--CCaappee  TToowwnn  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn offer a path forward, toward a future where

individuals and communities own and benefit from their own knowledge (also: AAmmeellll

22002255).

RReeccooggnniittiioonn  //  RReeccoonnnnaaiissssaannccee

Academic reward systems, “often imported from the Global North,” still favour

publishing in high-impact, primarily Anglophone and Anglocentric journals, thus

disincentivizing researchers who might otherwise engage with regional or

community-focused open access publishing initiatives (Debat et al. 2025, 4). As

Nokuthula Mchunu (deputy director for African Open Science Platform) notes:

For us in the Global South and in Africa, we want to have more control over the

contribution that we make to the global body of knowledge. The current

commercial publishing platforms control access and who contributes to the

research ecosystem. This is also connected to how research is assessed.

Imagine if we wake up tomorrow and universities say they will not assess

research based on commercial publications metrics, then everybody

contributes and the shape of that contribution will completely change. This is

the change that we hope will drive research towards social impact.

(IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk 2024)

Challenging traditional recognition systems based on impact factors and citation

metrics in favour of more inclusive approaches to research assessment remains

important for other reasons as well. One example is the Latin American Forum for

Research Assessment (FOLEC-CLACSO), which is focusing on developing “socio-

territorial” metrics that assess scientific contributions based on community

engagement, regional policy impact, and cultural relevance rather than traditional

journal-based citation counts (DDeebbaatt  eett  aall..  22002255; see, also, a case study of FOLEC

by the Declaration on Research Assessment group aatt  tthhiiss  lliinnkk  hheerree).

These emerging models align with global reform movements and offer alternatives

that reward publications in diamond open-access journals and multilingual outputs

(Debat et al. 2025).

AAcccceessss

As “open access” is a significant term that carries many meanings and connotations
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for scholars from different institutional, disciplinary and national backgrounds, our

understanding and our practices of openness must integrate those differences

through a genuine cross-cultural dialogue (Céspedes and Maggio 2024). Regions like

Latin America, Africa, and Asia continue to lead community-centered approaches that

prioritize multilingual, locally relevant scholarship. Initiatives such as SciELO, Redalyc,

and African Journals Online demonstrate how diamond open access models—free to

read and free to publish—can serve regional knowledge needs while maintaining

global visibility (Debat et al. 2025). These efforts offer what Debat et al. (2025)

describe as “a vision of publishing that is equitable, multilingual, and open” (1).

Closer to home in Canada, an examination by Simon van Bellen & Lucía Céspedes

(22002255) of Coalition Publica’s inventory of historic and active scholarly journals that

make up Canada’s national research dissemination landscape (available openly via

Borealis, lliinnkkeedd  hheerree) has revealed that 61% of currently active journals (943 in total)

are diamond open access. Impressively, 84% of Canadian journals established after

2015 are diamond open access.

In addition, the IImmpplleemmeennttiinngg  NNeeww  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttss (INKE) Partnership has

been hard at work developing the CCaannaaddiiaann  HHuummaanniittiieess  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  SScciieenncceess  ((HHSSSS))

CCoommmmoonnss prototype as an example of what a not-for-profit hub for open scholarship

in Canada and beyond could look like. The HSS Commons team has worked with

collaborators in Canada and abroad to translate its English interface to French,

Spanish, Bangla, and Portuguese to make the site more accessible and useful for

anyone who communicates and carries out research primarily in non-English

languages. As Colin-Arce and Amell (2025) nnoottee  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoosstt  ffoorr  tthhee  OOSSPPOO:

At the HSS Commons, multilingualism is [viewed] both an opportunity for

working directly with linguistically diverse academic societies and research

groups, and an imperative to facilitate, publish, and promote research in

multiple languages.

The team hopes to add Polish and simplified Chinese over the course of 2025 and

2026.
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IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  22002255::  GGeett

IInnvvoollvveedd

Open Access Week activities take place globally from October 20-26, but

organizations are encouraged to host discussions and take action whenever it is

most suitable. Communities can adapt the theme to their local context, focusing on

specific conversations that are most meaningful to their constituencies.

Several eevveennttss are scheduled to happen around the world, including many online.

Some examples include:

• 20 October 2025: “Who owns our knowledge? Rethinking Publishing in a Scholar-

Led World.” A virtual keynote, given by Dr. Juan Pablo Alperin (SFU). LLeeaarrnn  mmoorree

bbyy  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhiiss  lliinnkk::  hhttttppss::////sscchhoollaarrwwoorrkkss..uunnii..eedduu//ooaawweeeekk//22002255//aallll//11//..

• 21 October 2025: “Open for All: Advancing Inclusive and Sustainable Open

Access Practices.” Virtual webinar organized by TCC Africa. LLeeaarrnn  mmoorree  bbyy

cclliicckkiinngg  oonn  tthhiiss  lliinnkk::  hhttttppss::////ddooccss..ggooooggllee..ccoomm//ddooccuummeenntt//dd//11ffppeeFFwwFFXXuu88yykktt--

WWWWOOttCCllCCUU__KKQQHHaaLLLLMMRRgg6677CC22QQ44eebbUUBB--MM//eeddiitt??ttaabb==tt..00 .

• 23 October 2025: “We Are Enough: Practical Open Access for Everyone.” A

panel discussion with Dr. Samuel Moore, Sarah Lamdan, and Peter Suber. LLeeaarrnn

mmoorree  bbyy  cclliicckkiinngg  oonn  tthhiiss  lliinnkk:: hhttttppss::////ppssuu..mmeeddiiaassppaaccee..kkaallttuurraa..ccoomm//mmeeddiiaa//

OOppeenn%%2200AAcccceessss%%2200WWeeeekk%%220022002255%%2200aatt%%2200tthhee%%2200PPeennnn%%2200SSttaattee%%2200UUnniivv

eerrssiittyy%%2200LLiibbrraarriieess//11__99xxqqbb55cc99tt

A full list of eevveennttss  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  oonn  tthhee  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  WWeeeekk  ssiittee..

Graphics for this year’s theme, and more information about International Open

Access Week 2025 can be found at wwwwww..ooppeennaacccceesssswweeeekk..oorrgg.
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